AP United States Government and Politics

Hillcrest High School

Mrs. Drawhorn
Course Description

The AP U.S. Government course is designed for a student to gain an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States.   One of the central ideas that this course focuses on is the making of public policy.  Thus, public policy will be introduced first, studied throughout the semester, and examined in summary at the end of the course as we will detail the four institutions of government (executive, legislative, judicial, bureaucracy), and the interplay between them as well as the role each plays in the development and enactment of public policy.

This course includes both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics and the analysis of specific examples.  It also requires familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. politics.   Throughout the semester, we will explore how our government institutions and political processes were formed and most importantly, how they operate today. We will focus on the theory behind our government, including an in-depth study of the Constitution.  After we have established the basics of our system, we will analyze the role of public opinion, interest groups, political parties and the media in the daily workings of our government. 

Essential Functions
Students who choose AP coursework can expect the following:

· Significantly increased rigor – content is covered much more extensively.

· Additional outside class responsibilities – increased homework, reading, research, study time
· Frequent writing assignments – essays, research papers, etc.

· Additional resources required – calculators, outside reading materials, etc.

· Testing in a timed AP format.

Expectations

· Attendance in class is absolutely essential to the successful completion of the course and to the attainment of a passing grade on the National Advanced Placement Examination.  A large portion of the content will extend beyond the scope of the text and will be covered only in classroom discussion.

· A positive attitude in an atmosphere of mutual respect is expected at all times.

· Students should be in their seats and ready to begin class each day when the tardy bell rings.  

· Students should come to class prepared to work bringing all necessary materials (textbook, paper, writing utensils, notebook) to every class session.

· Students will be required to read assigned pages in the textbook as well as primary and secondary source materials provided by the instructor.  Classwork is based on the assumption that you have read the assigned materials.  Lectures contain additional material beyond the scope of the text.  Thus, it is imperative that you (a) read the text, and (b) take notes.  Be prepared for group activities when assigned.

· Outside papers are due on the assigned dates.  Late papers must be accompanied by an excellent excuse (plague, kidnapping).  All late papers carry lower grades. 

· Students are expected to comply with all policies set forth by the Tuscaloosa Country Board of Education regarding tardies, make-up work, standards of behavior, etc.  Cell phones must remain in a student’s backpack/purse during class and should be on “silent” mode.
Scope and Sequence

Unit 1   Politics and Public Policy /Origins and Functions of US government/The U.S. Constitution
Unit 2   Federalism

Unit 3   Civil Liberties:  Rights of the Accused and the First Amendment

Unit 4  Political Socialization, Political Participation, and Political Parties 

Unit 5   The Media and Interest Groups

Unit 6   Presidential Elections/Succession and Powers/Duties

Unit 7   Congress.

Unit 8   The Bureaucracy

Unit 9   The Judiciary: Nuts and Bolts and Civil Rights 

Unit 10  Public Policy revisited
Attendance
Attendance is crucial for students to be successful in this course.  After five days of absences in a class, a student must provide a medical or legal excuse to be an excused absence.  Attendance policy for absences, check-ins and check-outs will follow the Tuscaloosa County Parent/Student Guide.  
Grading Policy
Grading will be calculated on a point system that includes major grades (tests, projects, written reports) and daily grades (homework assignments, reading quizzes, maps, vocabulary quizzes, in-class assignments).  Students will complete written assignments throughout the semester.  Tests will emphasize factual information, multiple causation/multiple outcome, and the concept of change over time.  There are likely to be no more than six or seven major grades per nine weeks.  This means that each major grade has a significant impact on the nine weeks grade.  A mandatory comprehensive assessment will be administered at the end of the first nine-week term and a comprehensive final examination at the end of the second nine-week term will count twenty percent (20%) of the course final grade.  Studying on a daily basis as well as for each major test is very important for successful completion of this course.  

Students must take the comprehensive final exam for this course and will receive the 1 extra quality point for successfully completing the course.  Students who do not take the final exam will receive a zero and will not receive the 1 point weighted credit.  

Academic Materials 

· Government in America, People, Politics, and Policy. Robert L. Lineberry and George Edwards, III. Pearson, 16th Edition, 2014.  
· Flash Cards for Vocabulary Review http://flashcards.pearsoncmg.com/?bookID=6138 
· American Government Readings and Cases. Peter Woll, 17th ed. Pearson/Longman, 2008. Used in class and homework for primary sources.
Additionally, throughout the course, students are responsible for reading from other sources such as news magazines and newspapers.  This may be completed either from print or online media. (NPR) National Public Radio as well as analysis from other political analysis news shows are used through video/audio streaming each day.  

Test Preparation
The AP US Government and Politics Examination

The AP U.S. Government & Politics Exam is three hours long. In Section I, students are given 1 hour and 20 minutes to answer 55 multiple-choice questions; in Section II, they must answer 4 mandatory free-response questions in one hour and 40 minutes. 

	      

	% of Grade

	Number of Questions

	Time Allotted


	Section I

	50

	55
	1 Hour, 20 Minutes

	Section II

	50

	4 Mandatory Essays

	1 hour, 40 minutes



	


Exam Fees
The fee for each AP Exam in 2018 was $98*.  The College Board provides a fee reduction to qualified students based on need.  *This fee is subject to change by the College Board
Exam Review
Each student is required to purchase the book, 5 Steps to a 5, AP US Government & Politics 2018 – Revised Edition by Pamela Lamb.  This book can be purchased at Barnes & Noble for app. $20.00 and will be available by October. Students need to purchase this book during the Second Nine Weeks.
Review Sessions
*  A Mock Exam will be given in the spring and all students will be required to attend.
*  Beginning in early April, Review Sessions will be offered on the examination content.  Scheduling of the review sessions will be announced. It will be important to come by and get review materials that will aid you in your study for the AP Exam even if you are unable to attend the review sessions offered due to scheduling conflicts. 
Classroom Materials 
*   Three-ring binder with paper

*   Pencil/Pen and Highlighter

*   A donation of Hand Sanitizer and/or Kleenex is requested

Make-up Assignments
Students returning from an absence are responsible for completing missed assignments as prescribed by the Tuscaloosa County Board of Education policy (see Student Handbook).  It is the responsibility of the student to request and return make-up work.  Make-up tests will be given at a designated time following a student’s return and will often differ from the test taken in class.  Students perform much better on a test when it is taken on the designated date in class, rather than taking a make-up test after school.  Students with unexcused absences will not be allowed to make-up work for a grade.  
Hillcrest High School Code of Academic Honor and Integrity

Statement of Purpose
At Hillcrest High School, we build excellence one Patriot at a time by conducting ourselves with honor in all aspects of academic and personal life. This code is established to foster an authentic learning culture where teachers and students seek academic, social, and personal integrity.

Mission Statement
Building Excellence, One Patriot at a Time.

Honor Statement
As a Hillcrest Patriot, I have neither given nor received inappropriate aid on this assignment. 

Honor Pledge

As a Hillcrest Patriot, I pledge to conduct myself with integrity by upholding the principles of the Honor Code.
Parent Communication
I will be glad to meet with any parent or guardian to discuss the progress of his/her son or daughter during the year.  If you need to schedule an appointment, please call the school office at 342-2800.  You may also contact me through e-mail.  My address is jdrawhorn@tcss.net .   Also, a great resource for students and parents is the Hillcrest High School website at www.tcss.net, which lists school events and announcements.  In addition, students now have access to grades and homework assignments through the INOW Parent Portal which can also be accessed through www.tcss.net. 

Taking an Advanced Placement course requires substantial commitment.  The benefits of successful completion of an AP course and test are long term and financially substantial. Please indicate your commitment to our goal of successful completion of the course with college credit hours awarded. 

My signature indicates that I understand and agree to abide by the guidelines and policies listed above. 

Student’s Name         ________________________________________________


Student’s Signature ________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s Name ___________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s Signature _________________________________________
Parent or Guardian Contact information – phone numbers and e-mail_________________________________________________________________
Teacher Contact Information

Mrs. Jennifer Drawhorn

Room 110

E-mail – jdrawhorn@tcss.net 
